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What Is Nursing In Today’s World? 

Nursing is a healthcare profession focused on caring for individuals, families, and communities. 

Nurses play a crucial role in healthcare delivery, and the demand for skilled nurses is rising. In 

this paper, I will explore the career of nursing, including the education and training 

requirements, job outlook, potential salary, and the various specialities within the field. 

 

Educational Horizon and Training Endeavors  

To become a registered nurse (RN), a minimum of a two-year associate's degree in nursing 

(ADN) or a four-year bachelor's degree in nursing (BSN) is required. In addition to completing 

coursework in anatomy, physiology, and pharmacology, nursing students also participate in 

clinical rotations where they gain hands-on experience in various healthcare settings. After 

completing their education, aspiring nurses must pass the National Council Licensure 

Examination (NCLEX-RN) to obtain their nursing license. 

 

For those interested in pursuing advanced practice nursing, such as nurse practitioners (NPs) or 

nurse anaesthetists (CRNAs), a master's or doctoral degree in nursing is required. Advanced 

practice nurses are licensed to diagnose and treat illnesses, prescribe medications, and provide 

a wide range of healthcare services. They often work independently and may have their own 

private practices. 

 

Reasons For Choosing Nursing As A Career 

One of the primary reasons that individuals choose a nursing career is a desire to help others. 

Nurses play a critical role in the healthcare system, providing patient care, monitoring vital 

signs, administering medication, and assisting with diagnostic tests and procedures. Many 

nurses find that the work they do provides a sense of purpose and the opportunity to make a 

positive impact on the lives of others. 

 

In addition to the personal fulfilment that comes from helping others, a nursing career offers job 

stability and security. With an ageing population and a growing demand for healthcare services, 

the need for qualified nurses is expected to grow. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, employment of registered nurses is projected to grow 7% from 2019 to 2029, which is 

faster than the average for all occupations. This demand for nurses translates into job security, 

as nurses are unlikely to face a shortage of employment opportunities. 

 

Nursing careers also offer a range of opportunities for professional growth and advancement. 

Nurses can specialize in areas such as paediatrics, oncology, or critical care and can also 



 

 

pursue advanced degrees or certifications to become nurse practitioners or nurse anaesthetists. 

In addition, nursing offers opportunities for international travel, as healthcare needs exist in 

every corner of the world. 

 

Finally, a nursing career can be financially rewarding. While salaries can vary depending on 

factors such as education, experience, and location, registered nurses in the United States 

earned a median annual salary of $75,330 in May 2020, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 

Statistics. Some nursing specialities, such as nurse anaesthetists, can earn significantly higher 

salaries. 

 

 

 

Establishing And Sustaining A Career In Nursing 

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment of registered nurses is projected 

to grow 7 per cent from 2019 to 2029, which is faster than the average for all occupations. This 

growth is driven by the ageing baby boomer population, which is expected to increase demand 

for healthcare services. 

 

The job outlook for advanced practice nurses, such as nurse practitioners and nurse 

anesthetists, is even more favourable. Employment of nurse practitioners is projected to grow 

45 per cent from 2019 to 2029, while employment of nurse anaesthetists is projected to grow 17 

per cent during the same period. 

 

Salary: 

The median annual salary for registered nurses was $75,330 in May 2020, according to the U.S. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics. However, salaries can vary widely depending on factors such as 

experience, education, and location. Nurses working in certain specialities, such as critical care 

or emergency nursing, may also earn higher salaries. 

 

The median annual salary for nurse practitioners was $117,670 in May 2020, while the median 

annual salary for nurse anaesthetists was $183,580 during the same period. These salaries are 

significantly higher than the median salary for registered nurses and reflect the advanced 

education and training required for these positions. 

 

Specializations As A Nurse 

Nursing offers a wide range of specialities for those interested in a particular area of healthcare. 

Some of the most popular nursing specialities include: 

 



 

 

Critical care nursing:  

Critical care nurses work in intensive care units (ICUs) and other high-acuity settings, caring for 

patients who are critically ill or injured. 

 

Emergency nursing:  

Emergency nurses work in emergency departments, caring for patients who require immediate 

medical attention. 

 

Pediatric Nursing:  

Pediatric nurses work with children and adolescents, providing care for various illnesses and 

injuries. 

 

Oncology Nursing:  

Oncology nurses specialize in the care of patients with cancer, providing emotional support and 

managing the side effects of cancer treatments. 

 

Labor and delivery nursing:  

The labor and delivery nurses work with pregnant women, providing care during childbirth and 

postpartum recovery. 

 

Future of Nursing Career 

The future of nursing as a career is bright, with a growing demand for qualified nurses, 

opportunities for professional growth and advancement, and financial rewards. As healthcare 

needs continue to evolve, nurses will play an increasingly important role in providing patient 

care, advancing medical knowledge, and promoting public health. 

 

The scope of nursing as a career is expected to grow as the demand for healthcare services 

and the need for qualified nurses increase. 

 

As we have already discussed, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment of 

registered nurses is projected to grow 7% from 2019 to 2029, which is faster than the average 

for all occupations. This growth is expected to be driven by several factors, including an ageing 

population, chronic conditions such as diabetes and obesity, and advances in medical 

technology. 

 



 

 

As the population ages, healthcare services are expected to increase, leading to a greater 

demand for qualified nurses to provide patient care. In addition, advances in medical technology 

are leading to more complex and specialized treatments, which require nurses with advanced 

skills and knowledge. 

 

Conclusion: 

A career in nursing offers a wide range of opportunities for those interested in healthcare. With 

the demand for nurses on the rise, job security and opportunities for advancement are plentiful. 

The education and training required for nursing can be challenging, but the rewards of a career 

in nursing are well worth the effort. 

 

 

 


